
Cut Rate Druggists Find That
Certified Checks Wii! Not

Be Accepted.
Are Asked to Sign an Ironclad Agree¬

ment Not to Sell at Less
Than Market Price.

OTHERWISE ORDERS ARE IGNORED.

Proscribed Dealers Have No Particular
Animus Toward Manufacturers, Al¬

though They Cannot Procure
Goods from That Source.

JShiUi are threatened to be brought against (he Whole-
$iile Druggist*' Association by to-called cut rate dealers
through Genera! Swayne, their attorney,on the ground
that the association discriminates against houses that ge.l
below stipulated rates, and sometimes resorts to the boy¬
cotting process.

Uncle Sam may be pulled Into the quarrel
between the druggists because of the alle¬
gation that the Interstate Commerce regu¬
lations are being taken advantage of by
those fighting the cut-rate dealers. This
charge was made yesterday by A. M. Boney,
head of the Metropolitan Drug Company,
of No. 101 Beekman street, and the New
iork representative of John D. Park &
Sons Company, of Cincinnati, O. Mr.
Boney said he had not yet leart-fro the ex¬
act methods pursued, but that he Is very
familiar with the resultfs.

'.I have found," he said, "that when
boxes shipped to Park, for Instance, are of
such a nature that the Wholesale Drug¬
gists' Association desires information .with
regard to them, the boxes are opened after
they leave our hands, on the ground that
i hey are falsely classified in the shipping
bills. It may be claimed, perhaps, that
goods marked as being in the class to which
ordinary patent medicines belong, really
contain acids, which would place them in
another class, on which shipping rates are

higher. This discrimination is due to the
fact that acids may damage ether goods,
hence the higher price charged for their
shipment.
"When there is a suspicion that acids are

being shipped as other goods, the packages
are opened. We do not object to this being
done if there are reasonable grounds of
suspicion, but we do object to our op¬
ponents creating false- suspicion and by
some means gaining access to the files of
the railroads and the privilege of examin¬
ing our goods in transit.
"We have already complained to the In¬

terstate Commerce authorities, and they
Lave promised to do everything possible to
Jlnd out who 13 to blame, but nothing has
come out of it. Now the fight is on in
earnest, however, and we will push the
matter with mors vigor and will make it
hot for some one."
With reference to the methods which the

cut-rate dealers have adopted in getting
goods, Mr. Boney said yesterday that it te
not the manufacturers but others who are

¦""'lag to supply goods by subterfuge.
The manufacturers," he said, "without

reference to any possible sympathy, have
not only declined our orders with certified
checks appended, but have refused to sell
otherwise eligible firms because of the bare
suspicion that they might sell to^is."
Mr. Boney referred to a clever plan adopt¬

ed by the restricted firms to get evidence
against the houses In the association. The
means adopted was to send orders by regis¬
tered letter containing a certified check to
pay for the amount ordered.
VA majority of the houses to which such
orders with certified checks were sent,
Mr. Bouey said, returned the checks
and ignored the orders without giving
any reasons for declining to fill them..
Others got the tip that there was trouble
ahead, however, and asked that the associa¬
tion contract be signed. Mr. Boney said
that this was not done in any instance. The
contract is what the cut-rate dealers object
to especially. This contract provides:

In consideration of the rebates set forth, the
undersigned covenant and agree with to
maintain and preserve the established price
for , and to not quote or sell, either di¬
rectly or Indirectly, or permit them to be dis¬
posed of by salesman, agent or other employe
of the undersigned, in any manner whatever, at

« that the above established prices, under
aity of forfeiture of said rebates, as above
% forth.
i is claimed that the association makes It
¦possible for firms specified to get goods
any kind so loug as they cut a particular

'lHv \ ill
MAY BOLT THE PLATFORMS.
Chamber of Commerce Threatens to Have

a Presidential Candidate of its Own.
In the event that neither of the Presiden-

tial conventions to be held In St. Louis
and Chicago, respectively, declares solidly
and unequivocally for sound money, the
New York Chamber of Commerce will prob¬
ably call a convention of merchauts to
take action on the question. Ileury Hentz,
chairman of the Sound Money Cimmittee
of the Chamber, said:
"Such an action on the part of the Cham¬

ber seems vugue just now, because It Is
almost certain that one of the great conven¬
tions will declare for gold, though if that
is not done, the Chamber will probably
take steps to crystallize the sound money
sentiment through the merchants of the
country. .

"Sound money is what the merchants de¬
mand, and if the Democrats should incor¬
porate such a plank in tiieir platform,-they
could elect a yellow dog to the Presidency
by placing him in uominatic>n."

EDISON'S GREATEST INVENTION

He Considers the Incandescent Light
System Above All Else.

Milford, Conn., March 27..For several
weeks past the pupils of the Milford High
School have been engaged in answering a

number of questions propounded by their
principal, H. I. Mathewson, which have
kept them busy hunting up encyclopedias,
dictionaries, reviews and the daily press.
One of the specific results is the settlement
of the question which every one is Inter¬
ested in, viz., "What Thomas A. Edison
considers his most important Invention."
Champ Mathewson, son of Principal

Mathewson, of the High School, wrote Mr.
Edison, asking him what he considered his
greatest invention, and In reply received
the following letter:
From the Laboratory of Thomas A. Edison.

Orai>in-, N. .7., March 20, 1S90.
"Phonographic dictation."

C. W. Mathewson. Esq., Milford, Conn.:
Dear Sir.In reply to your favor of the 13th

Inst.. 1 beg to state that I consider the Incan¬
descent light nay greatest invention.
Yours truly. . THOMAS A. EDISON.j£ . B.

?
The Girl Who Has Made a Gonfession Like Barbara Aub's.
She is Esther Blum, and she caused Hyman Oberman to be held for trial

on a charge of abduction. Wednesday she sought him out and begged him

on her knees to forgive her for the falsehood. Her sister and a certain Max

Gross, she said, had compelled her to make the accusation, and had drilled
her in the circumstantial narrative which she had told in the police court.

JEWISH EASIER
! BEGINS TO-NIGHT,
Israelites All Over the World to

Celebrate the Nation's
Deliverance.

Hebrew Prisoners, in New York
Especially, Remembered Dur-

*
. ing the Passover.

STRANGE RITES OF THE ORTHODOX.

Extensive Preliminary House-Cleanings and
the Removal of All Leaven from Their

Houses.Still Anxiously Awaiting
the Messiah of Prophecy.

To-night Israelites all over the world b^-
gin the celebration of the eight days' Pass¬
over feast.their Easter. It occurs this
year exactly one week before the Chris¬
tian Easter.
There are a number of Jewish prisoners

in the various penal institutions of the
State, few of whom belong to the most
hardened classes. In many cases the good
that is in them is appealed to by utilizing
these holy day« and their sacred services.
Hence the congregations of the city have
for over twenity years contributed to the ex¬

pense of Passover, New Year's and Atone¬
ment services at Sinig Sing and' Blackwell'd
Island.
To all the prisons and reformatories this

year matzoth (Jewish unleaven Passover
bread) are sent. This charitable work is
in the hand of Rev. Dr. Radin, the prison
chaplain, with offices at No. 82 Eas* One
Hundred and Fourth street, and Rev. Dr.
H. Pereira Mendes, of No. C West Ninth
street.

CALLS FOR HODSE CLEANING.
Any one passing along the busy Jewish

streets on the East Side during the past
fortniglht marvels at the busy house-clean¬
ing and sanitary manipulations which have
been in progress preparatory to the Jewish
Easter. Gentiles do not think of com¬

mencing house-cleaning much before May,
but Israelites claim that their prematui'e
task Is in accordance with the divine com¬
mand.-."To put away all leaven out of their
homes.".Exodus, xii., 7.
MAKING READY FOR THE "PESACH."
Whitewashing, scalding, scouring and

scrubbing are everywhere in evidence. Most
orthodox housewives discard their old cook-
ing utensils and replace them with two
new sets, for the cooking respectively of
meat and dairy foods.
To-night after every crumb of ieaven

has been removed from their houses the
Jewish paterfamilias takes the Hagodah
(.book containing the history of the deliv¬
erance of the Jews) and tells his family
in Hebrew of the wonderful deeds of love
and kindness which their forefathers re¬

ceived at the hands of the Omnipotent.
During this recital, called the Seder, the
family partakes of matzoth, bitter herbs
and charoseth, a mixture of sweets, also
four glasses of wine. In order to replace
the Passover sacrifice, which since the
destruction of Jerusalem and the aboli¬
tion of the priesthood they are no longer
able to offer a large roasted lamb bone
aniroasled eggs are placed on the table.
V A MESSIAH I'ET JO COME.
That the Jews still earnestly believe in

a great national redeemer to come Is evi¬
dent from a curious ancient practice. At
a solemn moment, the largest glass on
the table is filled to the brim, the father
arises and opens wide the door, and while
the words. "Blessed is he that cometh
in the name of the Lord," are said, all peer
anxiously through the open doorway, hop¬
ing that the year of the Messiah has at
last arrived.
Reformed Jews have done away with ail

these details. Only on the first and seventh
days and in the temples are festive services
held. To-morrow morning in all the large
temples uptown a brief Hebrew liturgy,
interspersed with English prayers and
songs, is read. The best choruses obtaina¬
ble sing beautiful Passover hymns and the
rabbis deliver ethical lectures" on appro¬
priate .topics.

If it is imagined that modern Israelites
suffer because of their abstinence from
leavened bread for eight days, a great
mistake is made. The well trained Jew¬
ish housewife can concoct a great variety
of sweemeats and unleavened cakes from
the matzoth. One dish, called krimsellth,
fs an especial favorite. It is composed
ol' finely grated matzoth, mixed with eggs,
sugar, raisins and almonds, and is fried
in boiling fat.

Stmers Will Case Postponed.
The contest instituted by the mother and

sisfers 01' the late Frederick Maxwell Som-
ers, founder, of Current Literature, to
break his will, which leaves everything to
his fiance. Miss Violet Grata Brown, a
daughter of the late P.. Gratz Brown, was
resumed yesterday in the Surrogate's Court,
and postponed until April 13 to enable the
relatives of th« deceased to obtain more
evidence.

UTILE SADIE HERS
PLEADS TO DIE,

Young Russian Girl Becomes
Hysterical Over Religious

Questions..
Taken to Bellevue Hospital from a

Girls' Home, It Being Thought
She Is Insane.

SHE READS THEOLOGICAL WORKS.

Too Serious Literature Causes the Un¬
happy Child to Almost Lose Her

Mind.Physicians Say She
Will Recover.

"I want to die; wont you show me

how?" was the way little Sadie Meyers
greeted an ambulance surgeon who went to
No. 307 East Twelfth street, to take her
to Bellevue Hospital, late Thursday night.
The child was kneeling on the floor in the
hall with her hands upraised when the sur.

geon entered.
Sadie is a child, though enough sorrow

and suffering have been crowded into her
fifteen years of existence to make her
look much older. She has large black eyes,
and her face bears a drawn and careworn

expression.
The girl is an orphan and came to this

country five years ago from Russia. Her
aunt gave her a home in the East Side ten¬
ement district.
The aunt was poor and the child's life

was not one of happiness. Her playground
was the street, and on hot Summer nights
her sleeping place was frequently the roof
of the high tenement.
A month ago, when living with her aunt

at No. 207 Forsyth street, Sadie was ar*

rested on a complaint made by a neighbor
that she had stolen a cheap calico dress
from her.
She was arraigned in Essex Market Fo-

lice Court, where Mrs. Foster, the "Tombs
Angel," became interested in her case.
Mrs. Foster had the girl placed in the
Elizabeth Home for Girls in East Twelfth
street. She took a great interest in re¬

ligious matters, and read every book of a

theological character that she could get.
She soon showed signs of insanity on re¬

ligious questions, and Thursday was taken
to Bellevue. She was quiet yesterday, and
the physician decided that her case was

one of hysteria, and that a cure would be
effected.

BIG PRICE FOR LOST LOVE.

A Jewelry Clerk Wants $50,000 from the
Former Husband of One of the

Sutherland Sisters.

Papers in a suit to recover $50,000 for
the alienation of. a wife's affections have
been filed in the County Clerk's office by
Moses Jacobus, a salesman in the employ
of Casperfeld & Cleveland, the Bowery
jewellers. The defendant is Harry Bailey,
who. with F. H. Castlemaine, managed the
Seven- Sutherland Sisters. Castlemaine
committed suicide last Wednesday evening
at No. 55 West Twenty-fifth street.
Bailey married Irene Sutherland, one of

the sisters, years ago, but is now a widow¬
er. He conceived the Idea and first placed
in the market a preparation for the hair
which bears their name, and he and the
sisters became Independently wealthy. He
ie now living at the Abingdon Square Hotel.
Jacobus In his affidavit in the case swears

that he introduced Bailey to Mrs. Jacobus
several months ago. and that Bailey be¬
came a frequent visitor at his house, No.
425 West Twenty-sixth street.
Bailey is reported to have said that he

dM not mind the suit, as he was going to
Australia anyway. On account of this
statement Jacobus went before Justice
Beach in the Supreme Court and secured
a warrant for Bailey. The next day Bailey
"was arrested, but "was released on $5,000
tail.

Miner to Marry Easter Sunday.
Congressman H. C. Miner will be mar¬

ried on Easter Sunday to Anne O'Neill,
leading woman in W. H. Crane's company.
The wedding will take place in this city,
but the exact place tis kept secret.

To-rfiorrow's Wonderful Journal
Will Describe a

AA ARVELLOUS
I 1AGHINE
THAT CAN READ YOUR

MOST SECRET THOUGHTS.

A CASE PARALLEL
ID BARBARA AUB'S.

Esther Blum Retracts Her Charge
of Abduction Against Hy-

man Oberman.

Begs His Forgiveness on Her Knees
and Accuses Her Sister and a

Friend of Plotting.
SAYS THEY HELD HER PRISONER.

Assistant District-Attorney McManus Can¬
not Now Indict Oberman, Who Is Held

in $2,000.The Girl's Affidavit
Saves Him from Prison.

Esther Blum, the sixteen-year-old Polish
girl, of No. 15 Suffolk street, who, ten
days ago, told in Essex Market Police
Court a circumstantial story of abduction,
accusing Hyman Oberman, once her sweet¬
heart, of No. 174 Orchard street, retracted
yesterday and confessed that the whole
story was a fabrication and a lie.
She accuses her sister, Mrs. Landsman,

of No. 15 Suffolk street, and a barber
named Max Gx-oss, of No. 100 Norfolk
street, of coercing her into making the
charge, of schooling her In details and of
holding her prisoner since, so that she
might not make reparation for the wrong
she had done.
Oberman had been held in $2,000 ball,

and his indictment by the Grand Jury
seemed certain. On Wednesday last, it Is
said that the girl sought him out and upon
her knees begged forgiveness and con¬

fessed that she had been forced into mak¬
ing the accusation against him. Lawyer
Henry J. Goldsmith, who had defended the
man, was sent for, and in his presence the
girl repeated her retraction. At his office,
No. 62 Essex street, she made an affidavit,
in which she said:
"All of the statements I made at the

examination before Judge Brann were false
and untrue in every particular. The state¬
ments were made by me under compulsion
of my sister, Itachael Landsman, and Max
Gross, who compelled me to say what I
swore to on the complaint against the
defendant. Max Gross, of No. 100 Norfolk
street, made up the story with his partner,
whose name I think is Rosenberg.
"I had not seen the defendant for up¬

wards of four weeks before it is alleged
he abducted me."
Esther Blum was taken by Lawyer Gold¬

smith and Oberman to the District-Attor¬
ney's office on Wednesday afternoon, and
this statement was made by the girl to As¬
sistant-District Attorney McManus. He
said yesterday:
"The girl is of a very low type of hu¬

manity, of short stature, with flat features
and having the appearance of an Esqul-
mo. I caused several questions to be put
to her, and as she did not seem to
thoroughly comprehend the serious position
in which she was placing herself, I would
not permit her to make an affidavit in
this office.
'.Even without such, however, after the

statement she mhde, It will be quite im¬
possible for the Grand Jury to indict Ober¬
man. Her manner, moreover, Impressed me
that she was telling the truth; but so it
did Magistrate Brann a few days ago when
she made her accusations."
Max Gross, in his basement barber shop,

No. 100 Norfolk street, made light of Esther
Bluxn's statement.
"Why, I was a witness for Oberman,"

said he, "so why should I have tried to puH
up a job on him? He dl£ go to her sister
a few days ago and offer to give Esther $300
to withdraw her charge. I also know that
he has been waiting around to try and see

her for the last day or two."

IS HELD FOR FORGERY NOW
Hardenbrook Figured Before Judge Dugro

in a Perjury Case and Was
Sent to Jail.

Frank M. Hardenbrook, a lawyer1, of No.
120 Broadway, living in Brooklyn, was ax--
rested yesterday by Detective Fax-ley, of the
District-Attorney's office, on a charge of
forgery in the second degree. Hardenbrook,
while acting in the capacity of attorney for
James Humphrey, the administrator of the
estate of Hugh Humphrey, is alleged to
have fox-ged his name to two checks aggre¬
gating $2,200, and to have used the money.
Hugh Huixiphrey, who died some years

ago, left deposits in a number of banks, in¬
cluding the Brooklyn Savings Bank, on
which the alleged forgex-y was committed.
James Humphrey claimed to b£ the heir to
these funds, and secured letters of admin-
isti-ation. When the two checks were is¬
sued in his name, lHardeubrook, it is
charged, obtained them and signed the ad¬
ministrator's name. Ball was fixed at $2,500
by Judge Fitzgerald.
This is a branch of the case which had

such a remarkable termination before Judge
Dugro on Februax-y 7 last, when Lawyer
William D. Murphy and John J. Humphrey
were committed to jail on charges of per-
jxxry. In this Instance John J. Humphrey
attempted to collect $2,008 which .jva% on

deposit in the Bleecker Street Bank in the
name of Hugh Humphx-ey, claiming that he
was the nephew.
On that trial Humphrey swore that he

was the son of Thomas Humphrey, and that
his mother was dead. A sensation was pro¬
duced when the widow of Thomas Hum¬
phrey appeared in court and denounced the
plaintiff as an impostor.

ElURIED WITHOUT HER HEAD.

Brief Funeral Services Held Over th« Body
of Pearl Bryan.

Greencastle, Ind., March 27..The remains
of Pearl Bryan were removed from the
vault to the Bryfix lot in Forest Hill Ceme¬
tery this afternoon. Brief funeral services
were conducted at the grave.

It was intended that the funeral should
be a quiet affair, yet a great many sym¬
pathizing friends were present. It was

only after long pleading that the aged
and broken-hearted father agreed to permit
his daughter's body to be buried without
the head. "It must be found," was his only
reply whenever the sxibject of* burial was

mentioned. The body has been lying in the
vault for several weeks and hundreds of
people have gone to the cemetery out of
curiosity to look upon the stone receptacle
which contained it. The rejnalns were not.
exposed at the funeral sex-vices.

Uaclly Hurt by a Scorcher.
Mr. J. C. Fannings was knocked down

by a bicycle on Lexington avenue, near

Thirty-second street, yesterday mox*ning
and received serious 'Injuries. Ho was

crossing Lexington avenue when an un¬

known man, riding a'wheel at top speed,
suddenly came into view from behind a
cable car and tuixxbled him over his head
was cut open and he was stunned. The rider
made his escape.

OUR FIREMEN WILL
ASTONISH LONDONERS,!

Bold Acrobatic Feats They Pur¬
pose to Do in Internationa!

Tourney.
Prominent Citizens Are Requested to

Contribute to the $10,000
Fund Required.

MEN PICKED OUT FOR THE TEAM.

Mayor Strong Intends to Appoint a Few
Prominent Gentlemen to Go with

the Firemen, and General
Tracy May Be One.

This letter will be sent out to-day to 500
wealthy business and professional men in
this city:
My Dear Sir.The New York Fire Department

has been Invited by the National Fire Brigades
of Greut Britain to be represented in the Inter¬
national Firemen's Tournament and Exhibition
io be held in London from June 19 to June 29,
lt-96. and it is the enthusiastic desire of our

fire fighters to accept.
Having full confidence in the ability of our

men to sustain the reputation of America as

against the world in the contemplated competi¬
tions, the Board of Fire Commissioners Is will¬
ing to send the necessary complement of men,
horses and apparatus, but, there being no avail¬
able city fund from which we can draw for the
expenses we shall be compelled to appeal to our
public-spirited citizens for assistance. It is es¬
timated that $10,000 will be needed, and your
name has been suggested as that of one who
will not be appealed to in vain.
We know that we have the best fire depart¬

ment in America, and feel that the opportunity
of proving it the best in the world and the
consequent moral effect upon the force should

be lost. Trusting that I may hear quickly
avorably from you, I am, very respectfully,

Chairman Committee on° L^iformed°Force
members of the team

Commissioner Ford will accompany the
team, and it is expected that Chief Bonner
will also make the trip. The team will be
in charge of Captain Henry W. McAdams,
the veteran drillmaster of the department.
His team has been carefully chosen, and
consists of eleven of the best men in the
department, in point of record, strength
and agility.
rJhey are: Thomas F. Reynolds, of Hook

and Ladder Company No. 16; William
O'Brien, of Hook and Ladder Company No.
13; Simon Q. Murray, of Hook and Ladder
Company No. 22; Edward J. Sweeney, of
Hook and Ladder Company 'No. 10; James
Monohan, of Hook and Ladder Company
No. 2; George Grabe, of Hook and Ladder
Company No. 16; Bartholomew McDermott,
of Hook and Ladder Company No. 21; Ed¬
ward Ford, of Engine No. 8; Edward Post
of Engine No. 53; Joseph A. O'Connor, of
Engine No. 53, and Daniel J. Duggan of
Engine No. 3. The first seven men'are
all heavy, powerful fellows, while the last
four are lighter and quicker. McAdams
has drilled 35,000 firemen since he Joined
the department, twenty-two years ago.

WHAT THE TEAM WILL DO.
The team will go through six acts in the

competition. The first is that of building
a chain of ladders, story by story, to the
top of any building. The second'is called
standing on the sill." It Is performed

by three men, one standing on the window
sill, while the second hands the third out
to him, and together they lower him to the
ground. The next trick is called "strad¬
dling. It is the feat In the performance
of which one man goes to the top of any
building with a light scaling ladder.
1 he fourth trick is the "swing" from the

window of an adjoining house over to the
burning building, when the flames are too
hot below to penetrate. The fifth is the
act of lowering persons to the ground on

single and double life lines, and last and
best is the jumping from windows and
catching dummies in the safety nets and
blankets.
Mayor Strong will appoint a committee of

prominent business men to represent the
city and make the trip with the team.
General B. F. Tracy and C. C. Shayne, the
furrier, are both mentioned, as probable
members of that committee.
The party will leave New York on

June 5.

THE INDIANA FINALLY DOCKED.

Fifteen Thousand Dollars Expense In¬
curred by Her Long Wait.

Washington, March 27..News of the suc¬

cessful docking of the Indiana at Port
Royal to-day was a keen relief to the naval
administration, which had been so scan¬

dalized for the past ten days over the
spectacle of the finest ship in the navy \ly-
ing helplessly at the mouth of a new dock
unable to get to sea In an emergency and
to all practical purposes worthless for
naval uses. How serious the affair reallv
was has been carefully concealed durinlr
the pendency of the naval bill in con¬
gress lhe only official mention of the
Indiana s cost that is made In the last

nivfP0rthi0K the Xa,vy department is
$3,020,000, which was the contract price
for hull and machinery. Her armor cost
about $1,500,000. li t guns one-third of that
amount, and the total expenditure of the
Government In making her readv for wi

was over $5,500,000. Iler maintenance !n
commission neglecting all other expenses
than pay of uer officers and men ami coal
burned. is put at something over $1,000 a
aay. On this account alone, from her ar-

in nit, dock entrance on March 14
" 4>,_AJcorning, the expense incurred

away
which was practically thrown

Women Who Know Politics.
At a meeting of the West End Auxiliary

of the Women's National Republican Asso¬
ciation held in the Hotel Endlcott yester¬
day afternoon. Mrs. William H. Trafton
made a spirited defence of the candidacy of
Governor Morton for the Presidency, in on-
position to a McKinley boom that was
started by some of the other ladies. "It is
a sound money platform that we want,"
said Mrs. Trafton. "The conservative and
Independent voters want no hurried or vio¬
lent alteration in the tariff and no tinkerin"
with the monetary problem." Mrs. Traf-
toji s sister, Miss Morton, is an equally elo¬
quent speaker on the Democratic side.

I' ava's Son Dies of Consumption.
Washington, March 27..Francis B. Fava,

Jr., son of Baron, Fava, the Italian Ambas¬
sador, and professor of mathematics and
engineering at the Columbian University,
died of consumption here this morning. Ht<
was thirty-six years old and an only child.
Fifteen years ago the title of Baron was

conferred upon him by the King of Italy.
lJos Saved a Family from Flume*.

1 roy, N. Y., March 27..The dwelling and
carriage house of Fred Wyatt, at Easton,
were totally destroyed by fire early yester¬
day morning. The family, father, mother
and two sons, were warned of their danger
by the barking of a pet dog. The Inmates
barely had; time to flee when the roof fell
in.

BOSS WILL NOT PAY
S GAMBLING DEBT,

Clubman Says He Bet Against a

"Sure Thing" in Abell's
Newport House.

Gave the Proprietor a Check to
Cover His Losses and Then

Stopped Payment.
SUIT BROUGHT FOR THE MONEY.

Ross Avers That He Won Little Sums and
Always Lost His Big Bets.Claims

He Is Not in Honor
Bound to Pay.

An acition has been begun in the City
Court by Ferdinand A. Abell against Louis
Ross for the recovery of $3,500. Back of
the suit is a story of a night in a Newport
gambling nhouse, in which half a dozen
weil-known New York clubmen played for
stakes up in the thousands.
The complaint in the action states that

Ross gave to Abell on August 13, 1892, at
Newport, a check on the Winthrop National
Bank, of Boston, for $3,500, but when it
was presented the next day, Abell says,
he was informed that payment on the
check had been stopped. He appealed to
RoSs, but the latter refused to make the
amount good, and as a result the suit was
begun.
Mr. Ross is a well-known broker, and

has handsome apartments at No. 222 Fifth
avenue. He is a member of the New York
< lub, Reform Club, and is a prominent
figure in uptown social circles. In his de¬
fence he claims the courts have no juris¬
diction, as the debt was Incurred In a

gambling game.
^R. ROSS'S DEFENCE.

To friends he has made the statement
that he is anxious to have the suit come
to trial, when it will be 6hown that he is
not bound by either honor or law to pay
the amount. He was one of a party on a

yacht that was cruising about the fash¬
ionable watering places, and a stop was
made at Newport. With others he visited
a gambling resort conducted by Abell, and
lost a few hundred dollars in cash.

'

The
next night there was a ball given at
Newport and he was one of those Invited.
Instead of going, however, he decided to
again visit the gambling house and flirt
with the Goddess of Chance sufficiently
long to enable him to recover the cash he
showered on her the night before.
The particular game he favored on this

occasion was faro, and fortune refused to
smile upon him. He expended what cash
he had with him, and was about to stop
playing, when informed that his check was

good and he could indulge in a credit game
for any amount. He grasped at the chance
and began to plunge. A thousand dollars
was risked on the single turn of a card.
When he placed a small stack of "blues"
on a card he Invariably won, but when he
placed a large stack on a card fate frowned
on him, and he finally arose from the table
determined that he had played enough faro
to last him the remainder of his life.
GAVE HIS CHECK TO THE GAMBLER.
He was informed that he owed the bank

$3,500 and the house would be satisfied
with a check for that amount. He made
the check out payable to "Cash" and
turned it over to Abell. He drove to the
Belleview Hotel in a disappointed frame of
mind. He had missed,the ball, but he had
gained experience which would be of ben-!
efit in the future.
At the hotel, he claims, he learned that

he had been playing against a "sure thing."
He believed that he had been swindled out
of the check and the only way he could
get back would be by ordering payment'

stopped. Instead of returning to the yacht
next day he went to Boston, and, reaching
the bank before the check had been pre¬
sented, gave the order which surprised
Abell when he laid the check on the coun¬
ter at the paying teller's window.
Abell will claim in court that he cashed

the check for Ross without knowing what
he intended to do with the money.

RAINES LAW IN SYRACUSE.

It Is Thought Over Two Hundred Saloons
Will Have to Close.

Syracuse, March 27..A canvass of the
saloons here to determine how many will
remain in business under the Raines law,
providing for a license of $500, shows that
out of the 614 places licensed in 18.95, In¬
cluding hotels, 324 will continue in busi¬
ness, besides 103 drug stores and wholesale
places.
This makes an aggregate of 427, as against

641. The total amount which will be re¬
ceived for liquor tax certificates is estl-
iu..ted at $188,900, of which one-third, or

$02,966, will goto the State, and the re¬
mainder, $12o.932. paid into the city treas¬
ury This is $40,00u more than last year
The majority of the places closed will he

thqse conducted in confection with small
grocery stores on the outskirts* of the citv
under the ale and beer license. In the
business section only 5 per cent declare
their intention of closing.
Government Appropriation* Asked.
Washington, March 27..The Speaker laid

before the House to-day a communication
from the Treasury Department submitting
estimates of appropriations required by the
several departments of the Government to
complete the service of the fiscal year
ending June 30 next, and prior years. The
deficiencies amount to $4,326,672, divided
as follows: Legislative, $70,269; Depart-
ment of State, $15,460; Treasury, $1 502
783; District of Columbia, $00 072- War
J^artment $719 316; Navy Department,
$200,283; Interior Department, $57 633- Post
Office Department, $1,904; Post Office De¬
partment, from postal revenues, $1,421,600,
and Department of Justice, $248,248.

MRS. KEATING HURRIED HOME.

She Returned to Her Husband's House
When Served with Divorce Papers.

Greenport, L. L, March 27..Papers have
been served on Mrs. Maggie Keating, the
wife of James Keating, a well-to-do farmer
of Shelter Island, in a suit for divorce
brought by her husband on the ground of
abandonment. In his complaint Keating
alleges that his wife left him in November
last, saying she was going on a visit to
some friends in Brooklyn, but she never re¬
turned to his home.
He retained Coi/ity Judge Reeves as his

counsel, and the papers were served yester¬
day. Mrs. Keating was found in Brooklyn,
and immediately came here and took tne
boat to Shelter Island. She slept last night
in her husband's home. The suit will come
up in the Supreme Court in Mav before
Judge Wilmot M. Smith.

The Chilfl Say* He Struck Her.
Isaac Helfert, the sexton of the syna¬

gogue at Nos. 125 and 127 Moore street,
Williamsburg, was paroled for trial yester¬
day by Justice Lalmbeer, in the Ewcn
Street Police Court. He was arrested on

complaint of Lucy Leyes, thirteen years
old, of No. 129 Moore street. Lucy accused
Helfert with striking her while she was
playing on t^ie street near the synagogue.

MOST NOW BE MFIf

Foreign Trade Balances May
Necessitate Shipments of

the Yellow Metal.

Financial Circles in a State of Ex¬
pectancy Concerning the Fu¬

ture of Exchange.
TREASURY OFFICIALS IN THE CITY,

Probability of the Government Calling fdr
Additional Portions of the Bond Re¬

ceipts Held by Depositories.
Talk on the Street.

Wall Street is in a state of expectancy
regarding the future of exchange and the
probability of gold exports. The situation
is aptly1 expressed as resembling a doubt¬
ing man sitting on a fence and likely to
step down on either side. No gold will
go out to-day, but unless something unus¬
ual occurs before the steamers sail next
Wednesday or Saturday the yellow metal
may begin to flo<w out.

It is not unlikely that the Government
will call for an additional portion of tha
bond receipts held by the national banks
designated as depositories for that pur¬
pose. Should this occur a howl will go up
fiom merchants who are In need of money
which they find it difficult to obtain under
present condition.. Such a call wotyd harden
the rates for money and probablv defer
gold shipments for a time, but the com¬
mercial world would be made to suffer.

It is a situation between the devil and
the deep sea for the Government, and in¬
terest centres In how the Question will
be met
On the other hand, the premium on bar

gold held in the assay office may be still
further increased by the Government, but
this increase may be met by the Bank
of England, which needs gold on account
or the enormous expense incurred in the
building of new warships and other ex¬
penses.

-The largest purchasers of sterling ex¬
change during the week is reported to be

1 lei'P°nt Morgan & Co. The alleged
reason is that the borrowed gold from
abroad for bond purchase is being paid
back. Several brokers who were seen yes¬
terday regarding the situation seemed hope¬
ful that ail would be well in the long run
but that exports of gold were imminent
K Y. Hebden, agent of the Bank of Mon¬

treal, said: "It Is getting to a point whete
exports of gold will become a necessity.
Money is rather tight in the commercial
world, and importers have not bought bills
with which to settle their debit balances
in Europe. This condition has prevailed
for some. time. Merchants will soon be
compelled to meet their payments abroad
exchange rates will harden in consequence
and gold will begin to flow out.
"Of course, if rates for call money were

harder money might be loaned here rather
than be withdrawn by the foreign bankers
and manufacturers. But with money loan¬
ing at 2 to 3 per cent it is not an object to
let it remain here. This condition is only
the natural trend of events which the dis¬
turbances here, both political and other¬
wise, helps to bring about."
Mr Grossman, of William H. Grossman &

Brothers, who were the principal gold ex¬
porters during the Summer of 1895, said: <

It seems to be generally accepted in finan¬
cial and commercial circles that exports of
gold must soon be made. There are few
bills for sale, on account of exports, nor is
there any likelihood of an increase at the
present time. Importers must meet their
payments abroad, and naturally gold must
be sent when bills cannot be obtained."
Conrad N. Jordan, Assistant Treasurer of

the Lnlted States, is reported to be in
Washington, where he had a cousulatlon
with the Treasury officials. William K.
Curtis, Assistant Secretary of the Treasury[
is In this city, and visited the Sub-Treasury
yesterday, where he had a long consulta¬
tion with Deputy Assistant Treasurer Mau¬
rice Muhleman. Mr. Curtis said his call
was purely on personal business, thoujrh it
was generally assumed in Wall Street that
it had to do with the present monetary sit¬
uation.

J

CONFERENCES ON LITERATURE.

Professor Char!«s Sprague-Smith's Popu-
lar Course.

Professor Charles Sprague-Smith has
ofened a series of Saturday morning con¬

ferences upon literature at Carnegie Ly¬
ceum, corner of Fifty-seventh street and
Seventh avenue. The hours are from 10 to
ll!, and the course will close April 5.

1 he aim of the course is to give to every
one interested In literature fresh inspiration
and suggestion through the Interchange of
ideas. Literature Is studied not alone from
the aesthetic side, but as reflecting tin*

rienT modified by his etivho .-

The conferences already held have been

lrni!ha s,l!fces? that I'rofessor Sprague-
"u'V . ,v. ' give another course next
»> inter. -'J10 work will then-be put upon
a broader basis. At the last conference of
his present course, on Apiil 4, be will make
some important announcements on the sub¬
ject. he professor lias the support of
many prominent literary men. V

BUILDING CONVENTION HALL.

Work Being Rap^iy Pushed for th* Re¬
publican National Meeting.

St. Louis, Mo., March 27..Work on the
Republican National Convention building is
being rapidly pushed forward, and the iron
girders and truss supports for the roof are
completed. It is expected that the build-
ing will finished bv June 1.

JLtae seating capacity will be so arranged
that over 8,000 spectators and all the del«-
gates have an unobstructed view of the
chairman's desk. Postmaster Carlisle has
.arranged for a sub-postal station with car¬
riers and parties attending the convention
can have mail addressed to the convention
hall with assurances of prompt delivery.
The plans provide seats and tables for 408
newspaper reporters. D. M. Houser is
chairman of the Press Committee. In a
ifew days a secretary will be chosen by the
Prea* Committee, and his name and address
will, be published through tha press asso¬
ciations.

POND VERDICT IS SET ASIDE,
Efforts to Break the Will Failing, Case May

be Compromised.
Hartford, Conn., March 27..The verdict

of the Jury In the Pond Will suit, the ap¬

peal of Anson Phelps Pond, of New York,
from the probate of the will of his brother,
Charles M. Pond, was set. aside by Judge
John M. Thayer, In the Superior Court, this
morning. Two weeks ago a jury returned
a verdict. breaking the will. The case is
now precisely where it was before the trial
was begun.
Charles F. Harkins, senior counsel for the

appellant, said this afternoon that another
appeal would be tiled txgalnst the probata
of Mr. Pond's will, and there would be
another trial. The prevailing opinion, how¬
ever, In this city is that the case will be
compromised


